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FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dear ESD Community:

As Chair of The Episcopal School of Dallas Board of Directors, I have news to share regarding our 
Head of School. This summer, Meredyth was approached by The Lovett School in Atlanta, Georgia, 
regarding their search for a Head of School. It will be no surprise to those of us who have worked 
with Meredyth at ESD that she is their choice for the 13th Head of School, and has accepted their 
invitation. She begins as Head of School at Lovett in July 2018.
 
The decision was a difficult one for Meredyth, but in the end, made sense: most of her immediate 
family is situated in the Southeast, including Meredyth and John’s children, Meredyth’s parents, and 
John’s father.  Professionally, the invitation to Meredyth is a testament to ESD’s quality and reputation 
and Meredyth’s work here. The Lovett School is almost 100 years old and is a distinguished leader 
in the independent school world.  We are sad to lose Meredyth but congratulate her heartily and 
celebrate with her.
 
A Search Committee to identify our third Head of School has been formed and will begin work 
immediately with the target of an appointment that begins July 1, 2018. I have asked Laura Boeckman 
to co-chair the Search Committee with me. Search professionals have already assured us that ESD’s 
headship will be a sought-after post. The great progress at ESD over the last several years has elevated 
our reputation regionally and nationally. I am confident that we will attract exemplary candidates to 
be our next Head.
 
In the five years that will mark Meredyth’s tenure, we have significant accomplishments in every facet 
of school life:
 
• Our identity as an Episcopal School is stronger than ever. 
• We completed the Strategic Plan, institutionalized a planning process, and have moved to an 

“evergreen” process of planning and evaluation.
• Indicators of academic quality and student engagement as reflected by standardized assessments 

(ERB, AP, ACT, PSAT, High School Survey of Student Engagement) have improved across the 
board.

• Our graduates continue to be successful in an increasingly competitive college admissions 
landscape.

• We have seen a marked increase in the number of applications for open teaching positions, 
reflecting the academic culture of excellence and growth.

• Our net endowment per student has grown by 475%.
• We have established enviable levels of support for faculty training and development. 
• We are making tremendous progress on our fundraising for “one campus, one community” which 

is nearing completion of its first phase. We’re well-positioned to capitalize on this momentum and 
put “shovels in the ground” by May 2018.  

• The campaign has raised more than $45 million thus far, with $9 million to go before breaking 
ground for the new Lower School.

Meredyth will continue to lead strongly and enthusiastically across the year; her success here will be 
our best advertisement for the attractiveness of the position. There will be a number of opportunities 



for members of the ESD community to speak to the qualities we may seek in our search. More 
information will be forthcoming about the search.  

In the meantime, join me in congratulating Meredyth and in celebrating the successes that The 
Episcopal School of Dallas has enjoyed - and will enjoy - under her leadership. 

Sincerely yours,

Don Carty
Chair, Board of Directors

Dear ESD Community: 

As you know, this year will be my last at The Episcopal School of Dallas. While I am excited for the 
journey ahead, I am deeply grateful for my time at our school. 

When I received the call this summer about the opportunity at Lovett, I had mixed emotions.  I love 
ESD and enjoy the work here.  The momentum of the last few years argues for a continuing trajectory 
of excellence ... and that’s hard to leave.  Nevertheless, I paused because headships in schools the 
caliber of ESD and in a part of the country that our entire family calls home do not open frequently.  
Being near family at this point in our lives is a priority, and Atlanta puts us closer to each of our 
children and our parents.  

ESD’s Mission has been central to my joy in the work here.  Education of the whole child with our 
emphasis on character development grounded in our Episcopal values is our DNA. Thanks to that 
“north star” established by our founding head, the work here, while not always easy, has always been 
clear.  Father Swann’s kindness and generosity to me, not to mention his wisdom and counsel, have 
been integral to the success of my tenure at ESD. The support, vision, and diligence of the Board have 
been key. No school head can succeed without an engaged and knowledgeable Board, and ESD’s is 
surely among the best in the country. Equally impressive is our executive leadership team whose 
commitment to our Mission is unwavering.

ESD’s incredible students and gifted faculty - their talent, energy, creativity, innovative thinking, and 
joy - have been the heart of my satisfaction with the work day-in and day-out.  I am deeply grateful 
to you and the entire ESD community. You and ESD have been an inspiration; thank you for the 
opportunity to be part of your lives.  

For now, no more farewells - we have work to do together.    

With gratitude,

Meredyth Cole 
Head of School

FROM MEREDYTH COLE, HEAD OF SCHOOL
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