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n behalf of the Board of Directors of the Episcopal School 
of Dallas, we are honored and delighted to announce 

Meredyth Moredock Cole will become ESD’s Head of School 
beginning July 1, 2013.

Ms. Cole has served for the last 23 years at The Madeira School in 
McLean, Virginia, where she has been Assistant Head of School since 
2005. Madeira, a boarding and day school serving 9th-12th grade girls 
from the greater Washington D.C. area and throughout the world, is 
one of the most long-lived, respected, and innovative schools in the 
United States. Ms. Cole earned her undergraduate degree from the 
University of Virginia in Sociology and her Master’s degree from the 
University of New England in Educational Leadership.

Ms. Cole has played a leading role in all aspects of Madeira since 
serving as Acting Head in 2005 and as Assistant Head. She has served 
on the front lines in leading the faculty, strengthening academic, 
athletic, and co-curricular programs, restructuring Madeira’s faculty 
evaluation and professional development programs, and managing all 
student safety matters. As the leader responsible for Madeira’s external 
communications and branding efforts for more than 18 years, Ms. 
Cole has earned a reputation as an authority on independent school 
marketing and communications. She was selected in 2003 for the 
prestigious National Association of Independent Schools E.E. Ford 
Fellowship Program, and has presented on a wide variety of topics 
at independent school events across the country. Ms. Cole served for 
11 years as Madeira’s Director of Enrollment and Marketing, leading 
a highly successful effort to widen the school’s student recruitment 
efforts. While her chief responsibilities throughout her career at 
Madeira have been in the school’s administration, she has also taught 
public speaking and other courses for 18 years, served as a student 
advisor, sponsored student clubs, and supervised dorms. According to 
Madeira’s longtime Head of School and numerous other colleagues, 
there is no job at Madeira that she hasn’t done – and she has done 
them all with tremendous success.

Ms. Cole is an extraordinary person as well as an extraordinary 
school leader. She is deeply respected and beloved at Madeira for 
her integrity, her wisdom, her warmth, her compassion, her collegial 
sensibility, her passion for the education of young people, and the sense 
of joy she brings to her work. She is a highly innovative, knowledgeable 
educator with profound intellectual curiosity regarding big trends 
in education and society, coupled with a well-earned reputation for 
common sense. She is also known as an “all-in” community builder 
who has excelled at connecting with students, teachers, alums, and 

parents. Ms. Cole embraces and celebrates the Mission, Founding 
Tenets, and Episcopal identity of ESD. She believes the “search for 
truth” in the Episcopal tradition can and should play a powerful role in 
a great school. Her philosophy and values align perfectly with ESD’s 
balanced whole-child philosophy, and she passionately articulates an 
educational vision that we believe can build our great school into an 
even greater one in the years ahead. For these reasons, the ESD Board 
of Directors has unanimously voted to appoint her as ESD’s second 
permanent Head of School.

Ms. Cole and her husband, John Cole, have two children: their son 
Clay, who is currently in 10th grade, and their daughter Logan, now 
in 9th. Ms. Cole is a devout Episcopalian. She is also an avid runner, 
tennis player, outdoors enthusiast, and reader.

We would like to express our immeasurable gratitude to all of the 
Search Committee members for their wise and committed service 
over the past ten months. We are also deeply appreciative of the entire 
ESD community for its support throughout this extensive process. We 
know you will join us in extending a warm welcome to Ms. Cole and 
her family. There will be a number of opportunities to meet Meredyth, 
John, Clay, and Logan over the coming months, and we hope you will 
get to know them.

We are thankful for ESD’s many blessings, grateful for the firm 
foundations laid by Father Swann and ESD’s other founders, excited 
about the school’s future, and committed to supporting our Head of 
School-elect and our wonderful community as our school lives out its 
mission in the 21st century.

Respectfully,
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Vice Chair
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Nancy Perot Mulford  J.H. Cullum Clark
Co-Chair     Co-Chair    
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It is with great enthusiasm that I accept the invitation to become the next Head of 
School at the Episcopal School of Dallas. I am both honored and humbled. There is 
a great personal and professional alignment between the school and my educational 
philosophy and personal faith.  

The first day I sat down to peruse the ESD website, I was introduced to 
values and programs that matched my interests. Daily chapel, self-discovery 
through intellectual growth, service learning opportunities, a commitment to 
life-long health and wellness, and adventures in outdoor education are critical 
components of ESD’s exemplary and well-rounded education. Reading through 
an issue of The Crest, I was awestruck by the junior class Wolf Run projects.  
The interdisciplinary teaching and learning was inspiring. During one of my 
campus visits, I experienced a chapel service designed for young children. Seeing 
ESD’s youngest students in leadership roles and sharing in song and prayer fed 
my soul. Simply put, I think it would be hard to find another school where the 
mission is so clearly lived out in every aspect of the school.

My leadership style, one that combines a genuine interest in others with vision 
and an expectation of excellence, is the right fit for ESD, its goals for the future, 
and the work that must be done to get there. Having the opportunity to collaborate 
with as seasoned and committed a faculty as ESD’s presents remarkable potential. 
Building on the themes of academic excellence and faith-based education, I look 
forward to building partnerships, working together, and capitalizing on strengths 
and talents.  My goal is for ESD – including its faculty, leadership, and programs – 
to be recognized globally as a leader in 21st century education. 

I will work closely with faculty, staff, students, alumni, and other community 
members to ensure that the momentum already generated by the ESD Tomorrow 
strategic plan continues. ESD has come a long way in a relatively short period of 
time. Our strategic planning process will reinforce and broaden innovative learning 
and teaching, make certain our identity as an Episcopal school is honored, enhance 
our ability to attract and retain the most talented faculty, staff and students, and 
ensure long term financial sustainability. 

I look forward to the journey ahead. I welcome the opportunity to engage with 
other local independent school leaders and become involved at the regional and 
national level on ESD’s behalf. In addition, my family and I look forward to making 
the great state of Texas our home and becoming active and engaged members of the 
community. We are already enjoying the tremendous warmth and hospitality for 
which Texans are known! 

ESD lives its mission. I am privileged to be its next Head of School. Together 
we will build on ESD’s renowned strengths and take the school to true distinction.  
I look forward to sharing that work with you.

Sincerely yours,

Meredyth M. Cole
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The Search Committee gives special thanks to the community for its support and input throughout this process. We 
appreciate the more than 2,000 who participated in the survey which guided the development of our candidate qualifications, 
as well as the faculty and staff advisory council, the alumni advisory council, the many listening groups, including 
students, parents, faculty and staff, alumni, and volunteer leadership, who helped further synthesize our objectives.

The appointment of Meredyth Cole is the culmination of an exhaustive nationwide search that began in January, 
just after Father Swann announced his retirement. Our 17-member Search Committee, working closely with the 
nationally prominent search firm Storbeck/Pimentel, started by clearly defining what the ESD community is looking 
for in its new leader, based on a comprehensive survey and numerous listening sessions with parents, faculty, staff, 
Board members, alumni, and students. The committee evaluated more than 50 candidates, including ten outstanding 
educators who met the full Search Committee for first-round interviews and three finalists who came to campus in 
October. In the end, the Search Committee unanimously and enthusiastically concluded that Meredyth Cole best 
embodies all the goals of our search, and the Board of Directors unanimously voted to appoint her as ESD’s second 
permanent Head of School on November 13, 2012.


